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represented by 1070 individuals, was one with blue eyes and light 
brown or chestnut hair. Although dark-haired men were common 
there were but 65 persons found who had dark eyes. 



L? Homme, Nov. 10, 1887. — De la longeur compare des deux pre- 
miers orteils dans les races mongoles. Par le Dr. E. Maurel, 
midecin principal de la marine. 

As the result of some anthropometrical investigations, not very 
extensive, made in Cambodia in 1885, the author arrives at the con- 
clusion that while in most races the first toe is usually longer than 
the second, in the mongoloid races the second toe is often longer 
than the first ; so often that this peculiarity may be relied upon as 
a race characteristic which may assist in elucidating the most ob- 
scure point concerning the population of Cambodia, namely, its 
origin. 

Comptes rendus hebdomadaires des siances de la Sociiti de biologie, 
August^, 188J. — La droiterie et la gaucherie sont-elles fonctions de 
V education ou de Vheridite. Par le Dr. V. Galippe. 

The author of this essay endeavors to show that dextral preemi- 
nence in man depends on heredity and not on education. His 
original contributions to the study of this subject consist in obser- 
vations on the teeth and jaws. He gives an extensive list of anomalies, 
disorders, etc., in these parts. We quote the following passages from 
his concluding remarks : 

"While we have seen tne right-handed with more voluminous and 
denser teeth on the right than on the left, with more carious teeth 
on the left than on the right, with more anomalies on the left than 
on the right, we observe the contrary with the left-handed, in whom 
the right side is the inferior one. 

" From other points of view the left-handed are peculiar and re- 
moved more or less from the generality of mankind to enter that 
interesting class named by Morel and Magnan, the degenerate." 

* * * "Among criminals we find three times more of the left- 
handed than in those who have committed no crime or misdemeanor. 

"This proportion is quadrupled in females." * * * 

" The conclusions which can" be drawn from these documents are 
that one is not left-handed with impunity. Therefore I cannot agree 
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with the conclusion of Mr. L. Jobert when he says that left-handed - 
ness is due to habit and education. 

"I think it wiser, relying on the preceding facts and documents, 
to conclude that we are right-handed by atavism and left-handed by 
morbid heredity. ' ' 



Histoire des accouchements chez tous les peuples. Par G. J. Wit- 
kowski, docteur en medecine de la Faculte de Paris, officier d' Acade- 
m i e * * * Paris [1887"], pp. xii, 714. 

The title of this work by no means indicates its full scope, which 
covers a very extensive field, including not only the physiology, 
pathology, and medical practices of accouchment, but its history, 
the myths, legends, superstitions, religious practices, manners, cus- 
toms, and popular errors pertaining to it, and the legislation con- 
cerning it. It touches on many points less directly connected with 
the subject, such as circumcision, amulets worn by children, cradles, 
modes of carrying the child, signboards of midwives, etc. 

The author acknowledges his indebtedness to Dr. Geo. J. Engel- 
mann, from whose valuable work, entitled "Labor Among Primitive 
Peoples" (St. Louis, Mo., 1882), he quotes largely and copies many 
illustrations. 

Dr. Witkowski is the author of a work on "Human Generation" 
(La Generation Humaine), published in Paris, in 1881. The pres- 
ent work, which appears as a large octavo, handsomely printed and 
profusely illustrated, is of great interest not only to the physician 
and the biologist, but to the anthropologist, the ethnologist, the 
comparative mythologist, and the mere curious reader who has no 
scientific research in view. 

An appendix containing over a thousand illustrations of various 
implements and appliances of the accoucheur's art appears in a sepa- 
rate fascicle. 



Das Weib in der Natur- und Volkerkunde. Anthropologische Stu- 
dien. Leipzig (T. H. Grieben's Verlag), 1887. 

The vast amount of anthropologic material relating to woman 
collected by the late Dr. H. Ploss has been arranged and edited by 
Dr. Max Bartels and just issued in ten octavo parts, containing 107 
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